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        The Rules 

         PART I – PRELIMINARY

1.
Definitions and Interpretation

1.1
Definitions.


In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires:

“Annual General Meeting” means an Annual General Meeting of the Association.

“Annual Membership Fee” means any annual membership fee of the Association and includes the Campaign Member Annual Membership Fee and the Branch Member Annual Membership Fee

“Association” means the not-for-profit unincorporated virtual association known as Animal Saviors International.

“Campaign” means the Animal Saviors Awareness Campaign being operated by the Association and as promoted from time to time on the Website or such other manner as the Committee may from time to time decide;

“Fees” mean all fees payable by Members to the Association and include Campaign Member Membership Application Fees, Branch Member Membership Application Fees, Campaign Member Joining Fees, Branch Member Joining Fees and Annual Membership Fees

“General Meeting” means any general meeting of the Association and includes an Annual General Meeting and a Special General Meeting.

“Member” means a member of the Association and includes a Foundation Member, a Branch Member, a Campaign Member, an Honorary Member and a Life Member.

“Privacy Policy” means the privacy policy adopted by the Committee from time to time in relation to personal information of Members;

“Virtual association” means an association which is established on the internet and which primarily operates and communicates with its members via the internet and by email and which operates beyond geographical constraints and whose members may reside and operate in any country.

“Website” means www.animalsaviors.org.


1.2  Interpretation

 In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires:

A reference to a Rule is a reference to a Rule in these Rules.

2.  Name

The name of the Association is Animal Saviors International (‘the Association”).

3.
Head Office

The head office of the Association will be at a location determined from time to time by the Committee.

4.
Objects

The objects of the Association are to work for the protection and welfare of animals including, without limitation:

(a) to establish and operate awareness campaigns to highlight cruelty to and the inhumane treatment of animals whether such cruelty or inhumane treatment, regardless of its purpose, arises as a result of the slaughter, farming, hunting, trapping, catching, testing, keeping or using any animal, any methods used by a human in relation thereto or any other human activity; in particular to prioritise extreme cases such as the trade in cat and dog fur where millions of animals are brutality slaughtered, many being skinned alive;

(b) establish, operate and fund a shelter or shelters to care for abused, neglected, homeless, endangered or hurt animals;

(c) lobby and persuade national, state and local governments to introduce and enforce legislation that may directly or indirectly regulate the protection and welfare of animals;

(d) investigate and report to appropriate authorities any suspected case of cruelty or inhumane treatment of animals;

(e) alleviate or cause the suffering of any animal to be alleviated;

(f) work with any other organization or organizations to assist it or them to achieve any object that is the same or similar to any objective of the Association; and/or
(g) to  raise funds to enable the Association to achieve its objects or to provide funds to any other organization to assist it to achieve any object that is the same or similar to any objective of the Association 

                               PART II - MEMBERSHIP 

5.
Classes of Membership 


There are five (5) classes of Membership.  They are:

(a) Foundation Members;

(b) Branch Members;

(c) Campaign Members;

(d) Honorary Members; and 
(e) Life Members.
6.
Foundation Members

6.1
Foundation Member Defined


A Foundation Member is a natural person who has attained the age of eighteen (18) years and is one of the Ten (10) persons who signed the resolution to establish this Association.

6.2  
Limitation of Number of Foundation Members
The number of Foundation Members is limited to the Ten (10) natural persons who signed the resolution to establish this Association.  

7.
Branch Members

7.1
Branch Member Defined

A Branch Member is any not-for-profit membership association or other legal entity (whether incorporated or unincorporated) having the same or substantially the same objects of the Association that has duly applied to the Association and been approved as an official branch of the Association and is current in all Fees due and payable to the Association.

7.2
Application for Branch Membership

An application to be an official branch of the Association must be made to the Committee by email to info@animalsaviors.org in accordance with the manner prescribed from time to time by the Committee and to pay the Branch Membership Application Fee at the time of application.  

8.
Campaign Members

8.1
Campaign Member Defined 

A Campaign Member is a natural person who has attained the age of eighteen (18) years or a corporation who or which has duly applied to the Association and been accepted as a Campaign Member to be a Campaign Member  and is current in all Fees due and payable to the Association.

8.2
Application for Campaign Membership

Any applicant who meets the criteria specified in Rule 8.1(a) and wishes to be a Campaign Member must join as a Campaign Member in the manner provided in the Website and pay the Campaign Membership Application Fee at the time of application.  

9.
Honorary Members

9.1
Honorary Member Defined


An Honorary Member is any person, corporation or other legal entity who has been appointed an Honorary Member by the Committee.
9.2
Criteria

The Committee may from time to time prescribe the criteria and process that must be satisfied for any person, corporation or other legal entity to be appointed an Honorary Member by the Committee.

10.
Life Members

10.1
Life Member Defined

A Life Member is any natural person who is a Foundation Member or a Campaign Member or a director, officer, shareholder or employee of a corporate Campaign Member or a member, director, officer or employee of a Branch Member who has been duly elected as a Life Member by a majority of at least seventy five per cent (75%) of all Members who participate in and are entitled to vote at the Annual General Meeting.

10.2
Grant of Life Membership
The Committee may from time to time prescribe the criteria and process that must be satisfied for any person to be elected as a Life Member.

11.
Fees

11.1
Campaign Membership Application Fee.

The Campaign Membership Application Fee is payable by an applicant wishing to join the Association is payable ay the time of making application and comprises:

(a) the Campaign Member Joining Fee; and 

(b) the Campaign Member Annual Membership Fee.

11.2. Campaign Member Joining Fee

The Campaign Member Joining Fee is a once only fee payable at the time of joining as a Campaign Member and shall be such amount as the Committee may decide from time to time and until the Committee otherwise decides the Campaign Member Joining Fee shall be Ten Australian Dollars (AUD $10).  
11.3. Campaign Member Annual Membership Fee

The Campaign Member Annual Membership Fee is payable each year by a Campaign Member for each Membership Year and shall be such amount as the Committee may decide from time to time and until the Committee otherwise decides the Campaign Member Annual Membership Fee shall be Ten Australian Dollars (AUD $10). 
11.4
Branch Membership Application Fee.

The Branch Membership Application Fee is payable by an applicant wishing to be an official branch of the Association at the time of making application or such other time as the Committee may determine and comprises:

(a) the Branch Member Joining Fee; and 

(b) the Branch Member Annual Membership Fee.

11.5
Branch Member Joining Fee
The Branch Member Joining Fee is a once only fee payable at the time of joining as a Branch Member (or at such other time as the Committee may determine) and shall be such amount as the Committee may decide from time to time and until the Committee otherwise decides the Branch Member Joining Fee shall be Two Hundred and Fifty Australian Dollars (AUD $250).  
11.6 Branch Member Annual Membership Fee

The Branch Member Annual Membership Fee is payable each year by a Branch Member for each Membership Year and shall be such amount as the Committee may decide from time to time and until the Committee otherwise decides the Branch Member Annual Membership Fee shall be Two Hundred and Fifty Australian Dollars (AUD $250).

11.7
Payment of Annual Membership Fees

The Annual Membership Fee must be paid in the following manner:

(a) In the first Membership Year, the Campaign Member Annual Membership Fee and the Branch Member Annual Membership Fee shall be respectively paid as part of the Campaign Membership Application Fee as provided by Rule 11.1 and the Branch Membership Application Fee as provided by Rule 11.4 and such Annual Membership Fees must be paid in full notwithstanding that part of that Membership Year may have expired at the time of payment;

(b) if the Campaign Member Annual Membership Fee or the Branch Member Annual Membership Fee, as the case may be, has been paid in respect to the first Membership Year in  second half of that Membership Year (namely after 31 March), the Annual Membership Fee payable by a Campaign Member for the second Membership Year may, at the election of the Campaign Member be reduced by Five Australian Dollars (AUD $5) and payable by a Branch Member for the second Membership Year may, at the election of the Branch Member be reduced by One Hundred and Twenty Five Australian Dollars (AUD $125);

(c)
In all other Membership Years, all Annual Membership Fees must be paid in full and, other than in the first Membership Year, all Annual Membership Fees must be paid on or before 31 October, unless the Committee grants an extension of time for such payment.  

11.8
Fee Exclusions

No Fees are payable by Foundation Members, Honorary Members and Life Members.

12.    Membership Year

The Membership Year of the Association shall be deemed to commence on 1 October and expire on 30 September in the year immediately following.

13.
Cessation of Membership

 A Member ceases to be a Member of the Association if:

(a) the Member is a natural person and dies or is a corporation and is wound up or is another legal entity and is wound up or deregistered;

(b) the Member resigns; or

(c) The Members ceases for any reason to be a Member;

14.
 Membership Entitlement Not Transferable

A right, privilege or obligation which a Member has by reason of being a   Member:

(a)
is not capable of being transferred or transmitted to another person, corporation or other legal entity; and  


(b)
is terminated on cessation of the Membership.

15.
 Resignation of Membership

Any Member may resign as a Member by sending an email to info@naimalsaviors.org for the attention of the Secretary giving notice of the resignation and if the resignation does not state a date when such resignation is to become effective, the resignation will be treated as being effective immediately upon receipt of the email.  If Member resigns that Member shall not be entitled to a refund of any Fees paid to the Association or any portion thereof.

16.
Non-Payment of Annual Membership Fees

If an Annual Membership Fee that is due and payable by a Member in respect to any Membership Year and is not paid on or before 31 October of that year, that Member’s Membership shall, unless the Committee defers or waives payment for any reason, be deemed to be automatically suspended pending payment of the Fee.  If the Committee does not defer or waive payment of an Annual Membership Fee, then:

(a)
if the Member pays the Annual Membership Fee due and payable at any time during that Membership Year, the Member’s Membership shall be deemed to be restored at the time payment is received by the Association; or

(b)
if the Member fails to pay the Annual Membership Fee for a Membership Year and the Fee has not been deferred or waived by the Committee and the Membership Year elapses, the Member’s Membership shall be deemed to be cancelled   

17.
Cancellation of Membership

17.1 Committee’s Power to Cancel Membership.

The Committee may, if in its opinion a Member has apparently acted in a manner prejudicial to the interests of the Association or the Campaign, cancel that Member’s Membership by a resolution of at least seventy five per cent (75%) of those members of the Committee participating in the Committee Meeting and voting in favour of such cancellation.  The Committee may from time to time adopt such meeting procedures as it deems fit in relation to such cancellations and may suspend the Membership of any Member pending final resolution by the Committee on whether or not to cancel the Membership.

18.
Register of Members

18.1 Maintain a Register 

The Committee must establish and maintain a register of Members specifying the name, address and email address of Member, the date that the Member became a Member and such other information as the Committee may determine from time to time. Members  The register may be maintained on a computer database or in such other form as the Committee may from time to time determine.  If a Membership is cancelled, all details relating to the Member may be removed from the register or transferred to a section of the register reserved for cancelled Memberships.

18.2
Privacy


All information about Members is held subject to the Privacy Policy and Members shall not be entitled to access information about other Members, whether contained in the register of Members or not, from the Association except as may be permitted under the Privacy Policy.

        PART III – THE COMMITTEE

19.
Powers of the Committee 


The Committee shall have the power to:

(a) control and manage the affairs of the Association;

(b) control and manage the affairs of the Campaign;

(c) exercise any of the functions that may be carried out by the Association (whether expressed or implied) except those functions that are required by these Rules to be exercised by Members or any class or classes of Members in General Meeting; and

(d) perform all such acts and do all such things [including without limitation, the power to enter into contracts on behalf of the Association between the Association and third parties (including Members) to provide services and/or products, which in the opinion and at the sole discretion of the Committee are likely to advance the interests of the Association or Campaign or to assist in achieving or helping to achieve the aims of the Campaign. 

20. 
The Committee

20.1  Composition of the Committee.

The Committee shall comprise of:



(a)
the Office-Bearers who shall consist of

(i)
The President;

(ii)
The Secretary;

(iii)
The Treasurer; and

(b)
two (2) Ordinary Committee Members.

20.2 The First Committee

The Office-Bearers and Ordinary Committee Members constituting the first Committee shall be elected by the Foundation Members immediately following a resolution by the Foundation Members to establish this Association and to adopt these Rules and the first Committee shall remain in office until 12 noon on the day immediately following the day of the first Annual General Meeting at which the next Committee is elected.

20.3
Term of Office


In all subsequent Committees, each Office-Bearer and Ordinary Committee Member shall, subject to these Rules, hold office from 12 noon on the day immediately following the day of the Annual General Meeting at which he or she was elected until 12 noon on the day immediately following the next Annual General Meeting at which the next Committee is elected.  Any Office-Bearer and Ordinary Committee Member is eligible for re-election.

20.4
Casual Vacancy


In the event of a casual vacancy occurring in the case of an Office-Bearer or an Ordinary Committee Member, the Committee may appoint any natural person who is a Member, other than an Honorary Member, to immediately fill that vacancy and hold office until the 12 noon on the day immediately following the next Annual General Meeting at which the next Committee is elected.

21.
Election of the Committee

21.1
Nomination of Candidates

Nomination of candidates (who must be a Member of the Association, other than an Honorary Member) for the position of President, Secretary, Treasurer and the Two( 2) Ordinary Committee Members must be:

(a) Emailed by a Member, other than an Honorary Member, addressed to info@animalsaviors.org and marked for the attention of the Secretary and the email be accompanied by the written consent of the person nominated for office and a short written statement (not exceeding 100 words) made by the nominator providing background information about the candidate and the reasons for his or her nomination.  The nomination and consent and statement must be in a form that substantially complies with the form of nomination and consent and statement contained in or attached to the Notice of Annual General Meeting at which the Committee is to be elected or as displayed on the Website prior to that Meeting;

(b) Delivered to the Secretary by email as aforesaid at least Seven (7) days prior to the proposed date of the said Annual General Meeting.

21.2 Election by Email

If more than one (1) nomination is received for the position of an Office-Bearer or an Ordinary Committee Member, the Secretary must, prior to commencement of the Annual General Meeting post the  names of the candidates, the office or offices for which they have been respectively  nominated and their respective nominator’s written statement.  Voting shall be conducted by Members by email as provided by these Rules.  If two (2) or more candidates are nominated for the same office, the candidate with the greatest number of votes will be deemed to be elected to the office being contested and in the event of an equality of votes; the outgoing President shall have a second or casting vote.  Subject to these Rules, any directions and procedures relating to an election may be determined by the Committee from time to time and posted on the Website. 

21.3 Not More than One Nomination for Any Position Received

If only one (1) nomination is received for an office on the Committee, the person nominated for that position shall be deemed to be elected to that position.

21.4
No Nomination Received

If no nomination is received for any one or more offices on the Committee, any vacant positions remaining on the Committee shall be deemed to be casual vacancies.

21.5
More than One Nomination for a Candidate

If a candidate receives more than one nomination for any office, the Secretary shall only use the first nomination received and shall disregard other nominations.  If a candidate is nominated for more than one office on the Committee and is elected to one of those offices, he or she shall be deemed to be no longer eligible for any subsequent office being elected and the second choice made for a candidate on the email by those who voters who gave their first preference to the said non-eligible candidate shall be deemed to be a first vote for that second candidate and in the event that the second preference candidate has also been elected, the vote will be deemed to have been for the third choice candidate and so forth.  In conducting the election, votes must be counted and persons declared as elected in the following order:

(a) firstly, the President;

(b) secondly, the Secretary;

(c) thirdly, the Treasurer; and

(d) fourthly, the two (2) Ordinary Committee Members.

22.
The President
The President shall be entitled to preside as chairperson of every General Meeting, every Committee Meeting and every Sub-Committee Meeting  (if the President is a member of the Sub-Committee) unless he or she declines to chair a meeting or vacates the chair for any period during a meeting or is unable to participate in the meeting.  

23. The Secretary


The Secretary must:

(a) keep accurate minutes of all General Meetings and Committee Meetings (and Sub-Committee Meetings of which he or she is a member) and copies of all relevant emails and attachments thereto and a record of all matters relevant to each meeting;

(b) record all appointments of Office-Bearers and Ordinary Committee Members;

(c) record the names of all Office-Bearers and Ordinary Committee Members  participating in a Committee Meeting; and

(d) record the names of all Members participating in a General Meeting;

(e) as soon as practicable after a meeting, cause the chairperson of each meeting to sign or acknowledge by email that the minutes or records of proceedings of such meeting are true and accurate.    

24. 
The Treasurer

The Treasurer must ensure that:

(a) all money due and payable to the Association is collected and received and that all payments authorised by the Committee are paid;

(b) correct books and accounts are kept showing the financial affairs of the Association including details of receipts and expenditure connected with the activities of the Association.

25. 
Casual Vacancy 


For purposes of these Rules, a casual vacancy in the position on the Committee of an Office-Bearer or an Ordinary Committee Member, as the case may be, occurs if the person holding the office:

(a) dies;

(b) ceases to be a Member entitled to be elected or appointed to the Committee;

(c) is declared bankrupt in the jurisdiction in which he or she resides;

(d) resigns office by notice in writing emailed to info@animalsaviors.org and marked for the attention of Secretary;
(e) is removed from office pursuant to Rule 26;

(f) becomes mentally incapacitated; or

(g) is absent from or fails to participate in all Committee Meetings held during any period of six (6) months.

26. 
Removal of an Office-Bearer or an Ordinary Committee Member

The Association at a Special General Meeting may by special resolution remove any Office-Bearer or Ordinary Committee Member from office at any time during his or her term and may by resolution appoint another person eligible to hold that office for the balance of the unexpired term of office of the person removed.

27. 
Committee Meetings and Quorum

In relation to Committee Meetings:

(a) The Committee must meet at least three (3) times during each Membership Year on such day and time or times as the President must determine;

(b) Additional Committee Meetings may be convened by the President or any other Office-Bearer or Ordinary Committee Member;

(c) Written Notice of a Committee Meeting must be given by the Secretary by email to each Office-Bearer and each Ordinary Committee Member specifying the date and commencement time of the Committee Meeting and the general nature of the business to be transacted.  The email Notice must be given at least fourteen (14) days (or such shorter time as may be mutually agreed between Members, or in the case of urgency, as may be nominated by the President) prior to the date of the Committee Meeting specified in the email Notice;

(d) Prior to the designated time for the Committee Meeting each Office Bearer and Ordinary Committee Member must send an email addressed to info@animalsaviors.org marked for the attention of the Secretary advising the Secretary that he or she will or will not be participating in the Committee Meeting and if not participating in the Meeting, must provide written reasons for his or her failure to participate;

(e) Any three (3) persons who are either Office-Bearers or Committee Members who notify the Secretary by email that they will be participating in the Committee constitute a quorum for the transaction of the business of a Committee Meeting;

(f) No business is to be transacted by the Committee unless a quorum is participating in the Committee Meeting and if, within half an hour of the time appointed for the Committee Meeting, there are insufficient numbers to constitute a quorum, the Committee Meeting is to stand adjourned until the same hour of the same day in the following week;

(g) If at the adjourned Committee Meeting, a quorum is not present within half an hour of the time appointed for such Meeting, the person or persons participating in the adjourned Committee Meeting shall be deemed to constitute a quorum; and

(h) If the President is not participating in a Committee Meeting or is unwilling to preside as chairman, the next senior Office-Bearer or Committee Member participating in the Committee Meeting and  willing to preside, shall preside as chairperson of the Committee Meeting.  For this purpose the order of seniority shall be deemed to be in the following order, namely, the Secretary, the Treasurer and the Ordinary Committee Member who was first Ordinary Committee Members to be elected to the Committee;

(i) All business shall be conducted at a Committee Meeting by email in accordance with directions given by the chairperson unless for any reason the chairperson deems it necessary to speak by telephone with an Office-Bearer or an Ordinary Committee Member to discuss or clarify that Office-Bearer’s or Ordinary Committee Member’s decision on any question or resolution and the chairperson’s written record shall be used to record the Office-Bearer’s or the Ordinary Committee Member’s vote in respect to any question or resolution in lieu of an email.;

(j) In addition to any business referred to in the Notice of a Committee Meeting, any Office-Bearer or Ordinary Committee Member may raise any other item or items of business and in which case the chairperson of the Meeting will decide to deal with the matter or matters raised at that Meeting or at an adjourned Meeting at a time and date to be determined by the chairperson.

28. Delegation by Committee to Sub-Committee 

The Committee may, by instrument in writing, delegate to:

(a) one or more Sub-Committees the exercise of such of the functions of the Committee as are specified in the written instrument, other than this power of delegation.  A Bub-Committee may comprise one or more Members as the Committee deems fit;

(b) A function, the exercise of which has been delegated to a Sub-Committee under this Rule may, while the delegation remains unrevoked, be exercised from time to time by the Sub-Committee in accordance with the terms of the delegation;

(c) A delegation under this Rule may be made subject to such conditions or limitations as to the exercise of any function or as to time or circumstances, as may be specified in the instrument of delegation;

(d) Despite any delegation under this Rule, the Committee may continue to exercise any function delegated;

(e) Any act or thing done or suffered by a Sub-Committee acting in the exercise of a delegation under this Rule has the same force and effect as it would have if it had been done or suffered by the Committee;

(f) The Committee may, by instrument in writing, revoke wholly or in part any delegation under this Rule; and

(g) Sub-Committee Meetings will be conducted in the same manner as Committee meetings are conducted or in such other manner as the chairperson of the Sub-Committee may from time to time deems fit.  

29. Voting and Decisions

In relation to voting and the making of decisions at Committee Meetings and Sub-Committee Meetings:

(a) Questions arising at a Meeting must be determined by a majority of votes of those members participating in the Meeting;

(b) Each member of a Committee or a Sub-Committee participating in a Committee Meeting or a Sub-Committee Meeting, as the case may be, including the member presiding as the chairperson thereof shall be entitled to one vote by email on each question or resolution under consideration and, in the case of an equality of votes, the chairperson of the Meeting, shall have a second or casting vote.

(c) Subject to any provisions in these Rules relating to a quorum, the Committee may act despite any vacancy on the Committee; and

(d) Any act or thing done or suffered, or purporting to have been done or suffered by the Committee or by a Sub-Committee, is valid an effectual despite any defect that may afterwards be discovered in the appointment or qualification of any member of the Committee or Sib-Committee.

                           PART IV – GENERAL MEETING 

30. 
Annual General Meetings – Holding Of

During each Membership Year, the Association must convene one (1) Annual General Meeting of Members.

31. 
Annual General Meetings – Calling Of and Business At

Annual General Meetings must:

(a) subject to Rule 30, be convened on such date and time as the President deems fit;

(b) deal with the following items of business:

(i) to confirm the minutes of the last preceding Annual General Meeting and of any Special General Meeting held since that last Annual General Meeting;

(ii) to receive from the Committee reports upon the activities of the Association during the period following the last preceding Annual General Meeting; 

(iii) to elect the Office-Bearers and Ordinary Committee Members;

(iv) to receive and consider the financial statements relating to the financial affairs of the Association for the relevant Membership Year; and

(v) those other items of business as may be included in the Notice of the Annual General Meeting.     

32.
Special General Meetings – Calling Of

32.1
Who May Require the Secretary to Call a Special General Meeting

A Special General Meeting must be called if:

(c) The President or the Committee gives the Secretary written notice to call a Special General Meeting, stating the purpose or purposes thereof; or

(d) The Secretary receives separate written requisitions from at least Five (5) Foundation Members and/or Branch Members requiring the Secretary to call a Special General Meeting provided that each such written requisition:

(i) must state the purpose or purposes of the Special General Meeting and the purpose or purposes stated in each requisition are identical; and

(ii) Each requisition is delivered within Fourteen (14) days of each other to the Secretary by the Foundation Members and/or the Branch Members by email or attachment to an email addressed to info@animalsaviors.org and marked for the attention of the Secretary.  

32.2 Time for Calling Special General Meeting

The Secretary must convene a Special General Meeting to be held within Six (6) weeks after the date that:

(a) the President or the Committee gave the Secretary proper written notice to call a Special General Meeting; or

(b) the Secretary received the written requisitions properly given in accordance with the provisions of Rule 32.1(b).

32.3
Notice of General Meetings


Each Notices of a General Meeting:

(a) must include the nature of the business proposed to be dealt with at the General Meeting and whether any proposed question is required to be passed by an ordinary or special resolution; 

(b) must include the time and date that the proposed General Meeting is to be held;

(c) must be given by the Secretary posting the Notice of the General Meeting on the Website and emailing the said Notice to each Member entitled to vote at the Meeting at least twenty one (21) days before the date fixed for holding the General Meeting.

32.3
General Meetings and Procedure

In relation to General Meetings:

(a) No item of business id to be transacted unless a quorum is of Members entitled to vote are participating in the General Meeting;

(b) Five (5) Foundation Members and/or Branch Members participating in the General meeting shall constitute a quorum of Members for transaction of business at a General Meeting;

(c) If within half an hour after the appointed time for the commencement of a General Meeting, a quorum is not present, or participating in the said Meeting:

(i)   if convened as a result of written requisitions received by the Secretary pursuant to Rule 32.1(b), shall be dissolved; and

(ii)   in any other case, is to stand adjourned to the same day at the same time in the following week; and

(d) If at the adjourned General Meeting a quorum is not present within half n hour after the time appointed for the commencement thereof , the Foundation Members and/or Branch Members present at or participating in the said Meeting shall constitute a quorum.

(e) No business other than that specified in the notice convening a  General Meeting is to be transacted at the said Meeting;

(f) Prior to the designated time for the General Meeting each Member wishing to participate must send an email addressed to info@animalsaviors.org marked for the attention of the Secretary advising the Secretary that the Member will be participating in the General Meeting providing that nothing shall prevent a Member from participating in a General meeting solely for the reason that the Member failed to send such email to the Secretary’s written reasons for his or her failure to participate;
(e) If the President is not participating in a General Meeting or is unwilling to preside as chairman, the next senior Office-Bearer or Committee Member participating in the General Meeting and  willing to preside, shall preside as chairperson of the General Meeting.  For this purpose the order of seniority shall be deemed to be in the following order, namely, the Secretary, the Treasurer and the Ordinary Committee Member who was first Ordinary Committee Members to be elected to the Committee;

(f) All business shall be conducted at a General Meeting by email in accordance with directions given by the chairperson unless for any reason the chairperson deems it necessary to speak by telephone with a Member to discuss or clarify that Member’s decision on any question or resolution and the chairperson’s written record thereof shall be used to record the Member’s vote in respect to any question or resolution or election in lieu of an email; and

(g) A Member desiring to bring any business before a Special General Meeting but unable to obtain the support to have a Special General Meeting called, may give written notice of that business to the Secretary by email addressed to info@animalsaviors.org and marked for the attention of the Secretary and the Secretary must include that business in the next Notice calling an Annual General Meeting provided that the written notice is received by the Secretary on or before 15th day of August immediately preceding the said Annual General Meeting.

32.4
Making of Decisions

Decisions shall be made at a General Meeting in the following manner:


(a) Every question other than a question that is required by these Rules to be determined by special resolution shall be decided by ordinary resolution;

(b) An ordinary resolution is determined by a simple majority of those Foundation Members and/or Branch Members participating in the General Meeting and voting in relation to the resolution;

(c) A special resolution is determined in favour of the resolution by a majority of at least Seventy Five per cent (75%) of those Foundation Members and/or Branch Members participating in the General meeting and voting in relation to the resolution, failing which, the resolution shall be deemed to fail;

(d) The votes will be counted by the Secretary or, if the Secretary is not participating in the General Meeting, by such other Member as nominated by the chairperson for that purpose;

(e) The chairperson shall check the vote count emailed to him or her by the Secretary or other Member, as the case may be, and based upon the votes as checked by the chairperson, the chairperson shall declare by email to all Members participating in the General Meeting and entitled to vote declare in relation to an election or a resolution the person was elected or the resolution passed unanimously or by a majority or lost.  The Secretary shall, as soon as practicable after the chairpersons declaration email the result to all other Members participating in the General Meeting; and

(f) The record made by the Secretary in the minutes of the General Meeting of the President’s declaration shall be deemed to be evidence of the fact without proof of the number or proportion of the votes recorded for or against the resolution or in favour of a candidate.

32.5 Voting

In voting at a General Meeting:

(a) each Foundation Member shall have one vote only;

(b) each Branch Member shall have one vote only;

(c) each Office-Bearer and each Committee Member shall have one vote only providing that if an Office-Bearer or a Committee Member is also a Foundation Member, that person shall have one vote only and shall not be entitled to exercise his or her vote as an Office-Bearer or a Committee Member and also as a Foundation Member;

(d) all votes may be given by email personally or by proxy providing that all proxies are sent to the Secretary by email as provided in or as an attachment to the Notice of General Meeting; and 

(e) in the case of an equality of votes in any election or on any resolution at a General Meeting, the chairperson of the General Meeting shall have a second or casting vote.

32.6 Appointment of a Proxy

Each Foundation Member, Branch Member, Office-bearer or Committee Member entitled to vote at a General Meeting may appoint the President as his or her proxy by notice given to the Secretary by email prior to commencement of the General Meeting and if for any reason the President is not participating in the Meeting, the chairperson of the General Meeting shall exercise the proxy on behalf of the President and otherwise in accordance with the instructions given in the proxy.

                          PART V – MISCELLANEOUS

33.
Funds 

33.1 Source

Funds are to be derived from Membership Joining Fees and Annual Membership Fees donations and such other sources as the Committee may from time to time determine.

33.2 Banking

All money received by the Association must be deposited as soon as practicable in a bank account and without deduction, other than to pay expenses as from time to time approved by the Committee.

33.3 Use of Funds

The Funds are to be used in pursuance of the objects of the Association as determined by the Committee from time to time.

33.4
Negotiable Instruments

All cheques, drafts, bills of exchange, promissory notes and other negotiable instruments may be signed either by the President alone or by any two other persons signing together as may from time to time be authorised by the Committee.

34.
Alteration of the Rules

At any time during the first Membership Year expiring on 30 September 2008, the Committee may alter, rescind or add to these Rules or any part thereof as the Committee may determine and at any time thereafter these Rules an any part thereof my only be altered, rescinded or added to b y special resolution of the Association duly passed at a General Meeting

35.
Contracts and Other Instruments

Any contract or other instrument entered into by the Association shall be signed by the President for and on behalf of the Association by authority of the Committee or by such other person on behalf of the Association as the Committee may from time to time authorise.   No contract or other instrument shall be signed for and on behalf of the Association unless prior approval has been given by the Committee.

36.
Custody of Books


The Secretary must keep in his or her custody or under his or her control, whether on the computer or in hard copy form, all records, books and other documents relating to the Association.

37 Service of Notices
37.1 Service


For the purpose of these Rules, a notice may be served on or given to a person by:

(a) delivering it to the person personally; or

(b) sending it by pre-paid post to the address of the person; or

(c) sending it by email to the last known email address of the person. 

37.2
Deemed Time of Service


For the purpose of these Rules, a notice is taken, unless the contrary is proved, to have been given or served:

(a)
in the case of a notice given or served personally, on the date on which it is received by the addressee; and

(b)    in the case of notice sent by pre-paid post, on the date when it would have been delivered in the ordinary course of the post; and

(c)
in the case of a notice sent by email transmission, on the date that it was sent, or if the computer from which the email was sent produces a report indicating that the notice was sent on a later date, on that date. 

38.
Privacy

Every Member of the Association grants authority to the Association to send the Member emails relating to any events, promotions or information or proposed events, promotions or information relating to the Association, the Campaign, a Member or any Participating Business referred to from time to time on the Website or any Sponsor of the Association or the Campaign or event or activity relating thereto.

39.
Company Limited by Guarantee

The Association proposes to establish a company limited by guarantee in such jurisdiction as the Committee shall determine to assume all the activities of the Association and every Member hereby grants his, her or its power of attorney to do all things necessary to convert the Member from a member of the Association to being a member pursuant to the company limited by guarantee. 
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